
 
The Bead Gallery’s “How  to...” Series 
Help is available! 
At any time, please ask one 
of our employees for 
guidance.  Her help can 
make your shopping and 
learning a lot easier! 

 

How to Shop at 

The Bead Gallery 
Instructions 

 
First, get what you need.   
 
Grab a black tray.  Does it have a couple of small 
plastic bags and a marker in it?  If not, there should 
be some close by.  Go ahead and put those things in 
your tray.  If you can’t find them, just ask an em-
ployee. 
 
Second, PRICE ITEMS THAT DON’T HAVE A PRICE ON THEM. 
 
For beads, findings*, or any other products that 
don’t have a price on them, just write on a plastic bag 
with your marker the quantity of each item that you 
buy times the price that is on the box or container 
that it came from.  Then, put the items in the plastic 
bag.  (You can put as many different kinds of items in a 
bag as you wish.)  If it’s something that doesn’t fit in a 
bag (like a gift box or gift bag), the employee will 
probably know the price of it, so you don’t have to 
write it down. 
 
Third, don’t price items that are already priced. 
 
If you buy something that already has a price on it, 
there is nothing that you need do.  Just put it in your 
tray.  Items that have prices on them include things 
like tubed seed beads, pre-bagged items, strung beads, 
thread, tools, books.…  If you write the prices of al-
ready-priced items, you may get charged twice, and we 
don’t want that to happen! 
 
If you are designing, as well as shopping, see the sec-
tion below entitled:  Bead Design Board. 
 
Fourth, GO TO A REGISTER. 
When you are done, bring your things to a register.  
We hope you have a pleasant shopping experience! 

*Findings are earwires, headpins, jump rings, clasps, and things like that. 

Bead Design Board  
If you are designing your jewelry and/or you need to know how many beads to buy, use a Bead Design Board 
(see picture).  You’ll find one somewhere near the black trays.  If you don’t see one, just ask an employee.  
Grab two or three (or however many you think you might need) plastic  bags and a marker.  You should see 
extras of these near the black trays.  Again, just ask if you don’t see them. 
 
The Bead Design Board will help you design because you can lay your beads in a track to see how they look.  
It will also help you buy the approximate number of beads you will need.  If you want to measure in inches, 
use the outer track. 
 
Here’s how to use the board to determine the number of beads to buy:   
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Let’s say that you are making a bracelet and have a six-inch wrist. (If you like, ask an employee 
to measure your wrist.)  That means that you need to buy about six inches worth of beads.  The 
bigger the beads you use, however, the longer your bracelet will need to be.  Please read over 
our How to Crimp instructions for more information about how  to get your bracelet the 
right size.  You can lay your beads in the outer track, which is marked in inches until you have 
six inches worth.  To be safe, buy a couple extra beads.   

Putting your beads in the outer track from the 3-
inch mark on one side to the 3-inch mark on the 
other would give you six inches worth of beads. 
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